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All True Patriots who have a Seat 


in . W ps, . their High 


Mightin the States-General, 


* 
81 


IF! 


— AND. Mioury Lamb 4 
DE TEL „Hun 


pleaſed. not 10 tale it amiſs, that. * 2 
Bi lowing Sheets are inſcribed to you ; becauſe,” if 


they receive your Sanction, they will be effec- 


tually ſecured againſt the ſuppreſſive Arts of thoſe 
Traitors who ſtill ſwarm amongſt 


KS, 


THE Reaſons that have induced me to write 
this little Tra, are, firſt, The Love of my Coun- 
try: ſecondly, A Defire to convince the World, 
that our Netherlands have been reduced to their pre- 
ſent unbappy Situation, -meerly through the Un- 
skilfulneſs, Neglect, or . Kea of the Adniniſtra- 
tion: and, thirdly, The Hopes of engaging every 
Lone Man. your. Aſſemblyg in Concurrence with 

his Serene Highneſs, our Nadcholder (heretofore 
ſcorned and ſlighted by the French Faction) in an ear- 
neſt. Confederation , whether the» Welfare of your 
Country, for which you muſt be heartily concerned, 
does not demand that thoſe who have bitherto had 
the ement of the State's Affairs, and in 
fill have, ſhould be deprived of their Authority, and 
© conſequently, of the Power of alvin it. And . 
A 2 ma 


1 

make no doubt, but it will * ear to- your 
H. N. ex Rebus ipſis et Factis, that they ar 
Nuſance to tbe Republic.) the Bane-of- all ins epi. 
weſs,” and therefort ought to be driven. from#s Ho- 
nours, it's — it's loweſt and moſs incon- 
Aderable Concerns, C. ; 

GOD grant that your H. M. tate ſome 

ſuch ſalutary Reſolution ; and thereby oblige the beſt 


| Inhabitants of your Provinces,'. and convince the 


World, that no Circumſtances f Perſon, Place or 
Power, can diſarm your Juſtice, and prevent your 
dune the Evil. doer, and rewarding him that doth 


wr” HAT Heaven may inſpire you ſtill more and 
more with the Sentiments of true Patriotiſm, and 
preſerve your H. M. "Perſons and Families long, 


very long, for tht Defence and Safety of the ws th 
1 N araent- 28 2 Z 
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1 9 i there ſo little veiſed in ue 
Fate of Nations, chat has not 
ſerved how the moſt powerful and m mag 
a 1 thro' the Ignorance, 
glect, or Treich ,of its Members * fallen from 
"IP Glory, and ſtobd expoſed to abſolute and inevi- 
table Deſtruction? Many Proofs may. be produced 
f, from Hiſtory to confirm this Truth? But i it is ſaf- 
_ ficient for our Purpo 1 to turn the rm of 


Ke 1 to. it's gtice AMOS, 292 25 ” 
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Cen of the Republic of the United. Nethe 
lands. Very powerful the was indeed! when. 
vate Intereſt was laid aſide for the Public Benefit, t 
ſhe was gov and wude great by wile av] benye 
Py the Fathers of their Country! But this 
glorious Scene is now cloſed ; and we feel the woful 
Con 1. when private Concerns prevail above 
the public Good; hide the'Reins of Government 
are entruſted to the Hands of wicked People, who | 
ſeek only their own eur,” without reganding | 
by what Methodsthey acquire it. Rulers like 

put the Welfare of Thouſands to the Hazard ; 
and yet never once conſider (ſo abſolute is their 
Ignorance) that when * public Welfare ſinks, 
their private Concerns muſt equally decline, be 
ed h the common Rum. 1 gab: 
vile Indulgence of private Intereſt, is the grand Spring 
from whence have flowed all thoſe Calamities, the 
Netherlands now groan under. From hence pro- 


ceeded the little Regard paid to che Abilitito of theſe 


Perſons who were truſted with any Employment 


Civil or Military. Such an Examination and Teſt 
of Merit was ſuppoſed needleſs, and unworthy of 
Attention ; the being only, in bow near a 
Relation the Candidate ſtood to the Perſon who had 
the Diſpoſal of a Place: And it was a common Boaſt, 


. that one was a Grandſon or Couſin of a Sumer 
ſter, and conſequently (according to their 


Aua! 


Our 


Phraſe) had a Patron and Protector, * F 
he be, ſecure of. | | 8 


What mighty Encouragertient could our young 


| Gentlemen have to * Rn e in any of 
. thoſe Arts, that are neceſlary m ic the 


public Service? What e to retain even 


. | at chey had learned ? when it was an eſtabliſhed 


2 nay almoſt a Law, that every, Burgoma- 
„ who had the OI" of any Place or Office, 


he e or * 1 for his whole F4- 
Diſtinction: ſo that in ſome Town 
in bs Br-oay the 'whole Regency has conſiſted of 
Perſons nearly related to each other : and where the 
Las have irreverently interfered to oppoſe this 
Practice, ſomething in frauden' Lis has been ar- 
bitrarily introduced. 

| "Sack, Readers, have deen the Governors of 
tha Republic of the United Netherlands © ind 1 
firmly believe, that if each of theſe Gentlemen was 
perteltiy known, it would not at all ſeem ſtrangę, 
that the Republic has, for ſome Vears paſt, purſued 
ſuch a Conduct as manifeſtly tehded to her own 
Deſtruction. 

- After the Death of the Emperor Charles VI. 
the Troubles began in Europe, occaſioned by the 
Ambition of themoſft Chriſtian King, whoſe Views are 
not tobe bounded by the moſt ſolemn Treaties ; but, 
trampling on the Faith of Nations, aim at n 

- lefs un the making him ſole Monarch and Ty- 
rant of Europe: a Behaviour that entirely contradig 
the Character implied in the Name appropriated to 
him : : Sed nil nil nomen babet. f 

The Queen of Hungary, the King of England, 
and the King of Sardinia, armed themſelves to op- 

- poſe theſe oppreſſive Schemes and uſed their ſtron rongeſt 
Efforts to engage the * of the United Pro- 
vinces, who was not only bound theteto Treaties, but 
whoſe natural Intereſt dictated ſuch an Union) to oa 
with them againſt the common Enemy, but all 
Endeavours were in vain. We . to have fach a a 
high Taſte for French Flattery, inſtead of im- 
- mediately arming, we took more Delight in ſending 
Ambaſſadors to the Court of our grand Foe, to be in- 
ured b Degrees to Slavery, and to attend his S 
as their Lord and Maſter. If his Majeſty Lewis 
was at Tau, "Ove Lt Grand Penftonaire, = 


Mr. 7****** were there; was he at Verſailles they 


were there alſo; if he went to Flanders to 
Laurels, and ſhew his Valour to the People, they 
ſpanielled him at heel even there; and had the Ho- 
nour to compliment his Majeſty on his Victory, 
when the conquered City was garriſoned with our 
own Troops, who were made Priſoners of War, 
in a moſt ſcandalous Manner. WW 
The moſt Chriſtian King was at the beginning 
in ſome Meaſure pleaſed with the Conduct of the 
Republic, and in Acknowledgment his Majeſty aſ- 
ſured us of his Friendſhip, nay, he went ſo far as to 
call us his good Friends; although an upright Hol- 
lander ought to bluſh to be called the Friend of 
ſuch a falſe and treacherous Nation. Such wonderful 
things did the Grand Penſionary endeavour to effect, 
as to make Friendſhip ſubſiſt between an honeſt and 
geg Nation, whoſe Faith is not to be truſt- 
any longer than as it ſuits with it's own parti- 
cular Intereſt. It was on Account of this Friend- 
ſhip, I ſuppoſe, that his French Majeſty took our 
Fortifications: It is only from ſincere Friendſhip, 
that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty takes our Land- 
Forces Priſoners, and detains them without per- 
mitting them to be ranſomed: It is only Friend- 
| ſhip that ſpurs. on Lewis to make himſelf maſter of 
= the Netherlands : And every thing he has done is 
| from pure zealous cordial Friendſhip, the Love 
| he bears our Country Nays | 
I am very ſorry, O Grand Penſionary, that the 
French laugh at having ſo groſly - decerved you. 
You was not acquainted with that Nation: And to 
| tell you the Truth, Sir, you were not fit to act the 
ll . Part aſſigned you, it was too high for the reach of 
| your Capacity; you was not brought up to it: the 
being able, as a Lawyer, to form a right Conclu- 
| ſion from a Demand and Anſwer, is a quite * 
EF N | Thing 
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Thing from the Office of an Ambaſſador : Thoſe 
who would excel in that ought to ſee the World; 
which would teach them the Genius and Hu- 
mour of the Nation where they are to fe- 
fide : If you had known thar, then you would have 
known that French Friendſhip is Deceit, apd that 
the warmer their Profeſſions are, the more they in- 
tend to deceive. And in Fact ſuch Succeſs have 
theſe Profeſſions been attended with, that the Repub- 
lic has not in a manner put herſelf in a Poſture of 
Defence ; nor ſeconded the vigorous Meaſures of 
her Allies, nor executed her Treaties. The Court 
of England was, with Reaſon, diſgueſted with the 
Conduct of the Republic during this War: for ſo 
far from thinking how we might give Satisfaction 
to the Allies, we were not yet entirely determined 
whether we ſhould ſubmit to France or no: It was 
therefore thought proper, in compliance with the 
_ Faſhion of the Times, to ſend an Ambaſſador to 
London, (although we had already a- Miniſter there) if 
poſſible to excuſe at that Court the Proceedings of 
the Republic; accordingly one was ſent, not wholly 
untainted with the Notions of our Grand Penſionary. 
Having thus concerted our Meaſures, it was thought 
expedient to accept of a Neutrality ; and the City of 
Amſterdam, in particular, endeavoured with all her 
Might to bring it to bear ; but ſuch a powerful Op- 
poſition was made againſt it, eſpeeially by the Province 
of Zealand, that Monſieur Le Grand Penfionaire, in 
order to be eſteemed Maſter of the very Depths of 
Policy, actually adviſed the French Miniſters, at the 
laſt Conferences at Breda, (recommending the Scheme 
with the warmeſt Aſſurances of Succeſs) to turn the 
Arms of the King their Maſter againſt Dutch Flan- 
ders; and thereby reduce the Zealanders to ſuch Ex- 
tremities, as ſhould force them to accept of the Neu- 
trality. The French Court immediately 2 
” B wit 


( 
with the Advice, and diſpatched Lowendabl to ct- 
fect the great and noble Purpoſe. This was a plain 
and flagrant Proof of the good Harmony, and cloſe 
Correſpondence, ſubſiſting between the Court of 
France, and our worthy Penſionary. 

Mr. G*** hereupon indulged his Arrogance to a 
great Height ; believing himſelf of ſuch Impor- 
tance, that even the Court of France was ambiti- 
ous to procure, and follow his Advice ; but in this 
Inſtance it produced a quite different Effect, from 
what his great Penetration had ſuggeſted : For ſo 
far from forcing the Province of Zealand into a 
Neutrality ; this Step engaged them in the very op- 
polite Conduct; and they immediately declared his 
ſerene Highneſs the Prince of Orange, Stadtholder, 
Captain-General and Admiral in Chief: Bravely 
reſolving to reſcue their Liberties from the lieenti- 
ous Controul of ſelf- intereſted Men; and repoſe 
them once again with that Family, that had ſo of- 
ten, ſo nobly, and ſo effectually appeared in their 
Defence. | | 

Let Treachery, Hell, and Lewis ſound thy Praiſe 

G*** | while honeſt Minds contemn the Wretch 

Who ſells his Country. Baſe, degenerate Slave ! 

Long in thy Breaſt th enormous Treaſon lurk'd. 


In Imitation of this worthy Example of Zealand, 
the People of the Province of Holland began to 


open their Eyes, and likewiſe declared his Highneſs 


Stadtholder ; which was ſoon followed by the re- 
maining Provinces. For which defired Change in 
the Government of our Country, we have great 
Reaſon to be thankful to the Almighty ; for 
unleſs it had taken Place, in all Probability the 
Republic of the United Netherlands, would, by 


this Time, have been a conquered Province ta 


France. 


. 
France. Thus far have we taken a curſory view of 
what has paſſed, in order to an Examination of the 
two following Articles, | 

Firſt, Whether, throughout the whole Proceed- 
ings of the reigning Party, their Unſkilfulneſs, Ne- 
glect, and Treachery, do not manifeſtly appear? 
And, | | 

Secondly, Whether the Adminiſtration of any At- 
fairs ſhould be entruſted to them hereafter ? 

Every Body is ſenſible, that the reigning Party 
conſiſted of thoſe, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their Oppoſition to the ſerene Houſe of Orange: 
Who would rather hazard the Loſs of their Liber- 
ties and -Religion, than conſent that thar Houſe 
ſhould enjoy the Privileges that belonged to it; and 
who had engaged each other, by the moſt ſolemn 
Oaths, to cruſh, as far as laid in their Power, all 
Remains of that illuſtrious Family. This Pa 
was by far the ſtrongeſt; and ruled the Republic in 
ſuch an arbitrary Manner, that the Minority, 
which conſiſted of many brave Patriots, who had 
the Welfare of the Republic ſincerely at Heart, 
were ſcarcely permitted to ſpeak ; at leaſt they ſel- 
dom made a Motion but what was ſcornfully reject- 
ed, becauſe ſupported by the Friends of the Prince 
of Orange. It was with the deepeſt Concern, they 
were obliged to ſee and ſuffer the bad Reſolutions 
taken among them, which only tended to the Re- 
public's Ruin; and that in their Aſſembly, Un- 
ſkilfulneſs, Neglect and Treachery were predomi- 
nant. We ſhall examine their Conduct according to 
this threefold Diviſion. * 

And fir, as to Unſtilfulneſs in the Management 
of the Public Buſineſs. It is a plain Principle, 
that thoſe who are advanced to Places of Truſt and 
Power in a Commonwealth, ought to have a clear 
and nice Diſcernment of its true Intereſts, and 

"WY every 
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every thing that can either retard or promote them; 
and particularly a conſummate Knowledge in the 
Duties of thoſe Stations they reſpectively fill. 
Now the Queſtion is, whether, according to 
this Teſt, the Gentlemen of the ruling Party, 
were not abſolutely unſkilful in the affairs of their 
Country, and have. not taken a falſe and deluſive 
Appearance for the true Intereſt of the Republic? 
Certainly they have; as is too evident from their not 
engaging, to the full Exertion of their whole Power, 
in tle preſent War. At firſt Sight, indeed, there ap- 
pears jomething in the oppoſite Conduct, to favour 
a reaſonable Syſtem, becauſe all War is ſuppoſed pre- 
judicial to the Republick, as a trading People: 
But when we come to examine this a little cloſer, 
it muſt neceſſarily fall to the Ground; for the 
true Intereſt of the Republick requires, that the 
Ballance of Europe ſhould be inviolably maintained; 
that is, that France muſt not grow two powerful, 
and thereby become abſolute Miſtreſs over Europe. 
Nunc quæritur, whether the Queen of Hungary, 


and the King of England, without the Aſſiſtance of 


the Republic, are. able to oppoſe the Power of 
France ſo effectually, as to confine her within pro- 
per Bounds? certainly they are not; as has appeared 


but too plainly, in the courſe of the preſent War. 


The Caſe then ſtanding thus, the natural Intereſt, 
and the very Preſervation of the Republic, obliged 


her in the beginning of this War, to aſſiſt her 


Allies, in ſuch a manner, both by Sea and Land, 
as might effectually diſtreſs this incroaching Pow- 
er, pluck the Wings of it's Ambition, and hin- 


der it from preſcribing Laws to all Europe; and, 
as the Reſult of all, procure a ſafe honourable and 


laſting Peace: for to carry on the War in the manner 
the Republic has done, is the Way never to obtain a 
Peace, at leaſt, ſuch a one, as every honeſt Man 

Shai muſt 
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muſt wiſh for, Into ſuch Exceſſes of erroneous 
Conduct, has the [Ignorance of our Rulers led 
them ; that with none, or, atleaſt, very little Be- 
nefit to the common Cauſe, they have laid Impoſts 
on their Inhabitants, drained their Purſes, and 
made themſelves deſpiſed and ſcorned in the Sight 
of all Europe. 

Again : their Unſkilfulncs no leſs conſiſted. in 
ruining the Public Credit; as they effectually did 
when they thought proper to reduce their Bonds or 
Obligations, which before bore two and a halt per 
Cent. Intereſt, to two per Cent, by which means 
the Capital of the Inhabitants was reduced, and 
Publick Credit taken away. The Topick indeed 
was, the Nation wants Money, and therefore we 
muſt find Ways and Means to ſupply it: but the 
Queſtion is truly, whether thoſe; Ways were not 
really deſtructive of the very End propoſed, eſpe- 
cially when hereafter we may be. obliged to enter 
into new Negotiations, as the Exigencies of our 
Affairs require: For how can, theſe Gentlemen 
imagine, Inhabirants would lend any. more Money 
to the Government, to reap a. Benefit thereby, 
when at the ſame time they ſaw the Intereſt on 
their old Bonds reduced, and the Money they had 
already lent leſſened in it's Value? What, in the 
Name of common Senſe, could be expected of 
the new Bonds? For if theſe Men, pro Libitu, 
manage it ſo to-day: with the old Bonds, to- mor- 
row they may do the ſame with the new; to the 

certain Deſtruction of many old Families, whoſe 
Capital chiefly conſiſts in ſuch Effects. Was there 
ever a greater Inſtance of molt conſummate Ignorance: i 
The Republic wants Money, and ſhe herſelf is the 
occaſion that ſhe cannot get any: for to reap 
.a reaſonable Advantage, the Inhabitants cannot 
keep their Money at Home, but are forced to ſend 
it 
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it into foreign Countries; by which means at laſt 
there will be none to be found in our own. Al- 
low me, Gentlemen, to tell you plainly, that who- 
ever of you it was, that made ſuch a Propofal in 
your Aſſembly, he was a very bad Schemiſt: for 
it is a plain and undeniable Maxim, that to provide 

ainſt the Exigencies of the Nation, public Cre- 
dit above all is to be kept up, and taker care of ; 
whereas the Meaſures you have taken, are the only 
Means to ruin it ; and muſt eſpecially at a Time, 
when it is ſo much wanted. We already ſee the 
Effects of this laſt Negociation, in which very few 
would be concerned, how favourable ſo ever it was 
made to appear by falſe and artificial Colourings. 

I could enlarge much further on the Unfkilfulneſs 
of theſe Gentlemen, and give flagrant Proofs of 
their Want of Judgment, in almoſt every one of 
their Tranſactions; but by ſo doing I ſhould go 
beyond the Limits I have preſcribed myſelf. TI. 
have therefore only touched upon thoſe Points which 
are moſt eſſential to the preſent Times, and ſhall leave 
them to the ſerious Conſideration of my Readers. 

I now proceed to the Examination of the 
ſecond Part of the Subject, namely, the Negle#? 
of our Rulers ; by whick I underſtand, that total 


Diſregard they have diſcovered for the Affairs en- 


truſted to their Care and Management; by wlich 
means the very Life and Well-being of the Re- 
public has miſerably ſuffered. Without entering 
into the numberleſs Defects in the Conduct of civil 
Concerns, we ſhall content ourſelves only with 
reviewing a little thoſe in the military. And, 


firſt, as to our Naval Forces. Muſt not every one 


of you allow, that our Sea Forces, which uſed to 
be a Terror to all the Potentates of Europe, are at 
preſent little or not at all ręſpected. Where for- 


merly we could in a ſhort Time fit out large 


Fleets, 
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Fleets, at preſent we have enough to do to Bt out 
a ſingle Ship. When we had once acquired the 
Reputation of being powerful at Sea, (a Character 
we can no longer maintain) it was but a Dictate of 
common Prudence, tho' a long Interval of Peace 
did take place, to preſerve our Power, in order to 
annoy the Enemy, and cover our own Coaſts 
from Invaſions, in caſe of a ſudden War. 
What Trouble did .it not give you, a few Years 
ago, to fit out a ſmall Squadron of Ships, to ſend 
to the Coaſt of England? How foul and impair- 
ed they were, and how meanly provided with 
Neceſſaries, cannot only be atteſted by the Engliſb, 
but by your own Sea-Officers ; even your very 
Admiral can witnels it againſt you. And indeed, 
where 1s your Sea Power? You have no Ships to 
guard your own Coaſt, much leſs to ſend to the 
Aͤſſiſtance of your Allies, | 
If we conſider your Land Forces, they alſo are 

. miſerably declined. Your Frontier Towns are 
neglected, and rendered incapable of any Defence. 
Your Magazines were not provided for; inſtead of 
finding Powder in your Barrels, they were filled up 
with Sand; and the Balls which ſhould have ſerved 
your Cannon were too large. In a Town, that 
required Ten Thouſand Men for it's Defence, it 
was thought proper to place only Three. Thouſand. 
In ſhort every thing was neglected, which could be 
neglected ; and it. ſeemed as if the Proſperity of 
the Republic was no more to be regarded. No No- 
tice was taken of any thing that paſſed. No calling 
to Account any Perſon for Neglect of Duty; bur, 
on the contrary, a baſe Connivante with, or ſtupid 
overlooking of every Man's Conduct: whereby 
you not only became guilty of the Cuipa leuiſſima, 
but even of the Cuipa lata, which according to the 
Laws is rectified with the Dolus, What Regard * 
* Was 
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was had to the keeping up conſtantly ſo many 
Troops as would be ſufficient to protect our Coun- 
try, upon a Change in it's Situation? We did 
not think, ſeeing the Danger only at a Diſtance, 
that it was high Time to augment the Forces 
of the Republic; no, no, we had more Thought 
in what manner we ſhould ſquander away thoſe 
ſhe already had. What inceſſant Pains did Mr. 
Van Haren take to animate you to a ſpeedy Aug- 
mentation; and yet how ſlowly did you proceed 
in your Reſolution? Nay, it came to ſuch a 
paſs, that the neglecting to propoſe ſuch Subjects 
of Inquiry, or if they came to a Reſolution, the 
Slowneſs in the making it, was conſidered as a 
Merit : Whereas, he who had his Country's Wel- 
fare at Heart, and perſiſted in laying thoſe things 
before you, was looked upon as a Perſon too for- 
ward, too raſh and precipitate. So that, accord- 
ing to your Syſtem, an honeſt and well-meaning 
Counſellor, ought to be one who neglects every 
thing ; at leaſt, who is more mindful of his own, 
than his Country's Welfare; and tho* unacquainted 
inall Reſpects, with the true Science of Govern- 
ment, would, nevertheleſs, vehemently oppoſe an 
underſtanding, zealous Patriot, who watched every 
Event, and was ready to ſacrifice his Fortune, his 
Family, his Life for the public Good. 

The third and laſt Article to be examined into, 
1s the Treachery of our Governors : Of which all 
thoſe are guilty, who, thro' Covetouſneſs, or per- 
ſonal Diſguſt, or ſtaviſn Fear, have, againſt their 
Oath and Duty, purſued ſuch a Conduct, as in- 


tended, whether directly or indirectly, the Ruin and 


Deſtruction of the Republic. To produce ſome 
Examples. 
It was known to all People of Experience, that 


Bruſſels was not a Place of Defence, and, conſe- 
= quently, 


(17) 5 
quently, to lay therein a ſtrong Garriſon, would be 
of little 1 why then was it done? by 


which Conduct, we loſt the Flower of our Troops: 
Why, truly, becauſe thoſe who were of that ſe- 
cret C®***#*** had fold the City, with it's Con- 
tents, to the French; and in order to enhance the 
Price of their Commodity, they took care to 
provide the Place with a great deal of Artillery, 
and a ſtrong Garriſon. | | 

The Prince of ä NN, who was appointed 
General over the Troops of the Republic, to be an 
Obſtacle to the Eftabliſhment of the Prince of 
Orange, (who at that Time had been propoſed for 
Stadtholder by ſeveral Provinces, that were con- 
vinced, that if the Power was once lodged in his 
Hands, ſuch vile Practices could no more be in- 
troduced ;) this Nobleman, I ſay, was at the 
Time abovementioned, taking his Pleaſures at the 
Hague, with an Intention to viſit Amſterdam, to 
regale himſelf with ſome of the Burgo-maſters of 
that City, his dear and beloved Patrons ; having no 
thought of Bruſſels, nor indeed ſeeming to diſco- 
ver the leaſt Concern about the Fate of it: he 
knew very well what had been reſolved on, but 
was willing to keep himſelf ſtill, becauſe he like- 
wiſe had a Promiſe of partaking of the French 
Purchaſe- Money; a Circumſtance very favourable 
to his Highneſs's preſent Condition, which gene- 
rally was very needy. However, to prevent 
all manner of Suſpicion, it was thought proper 
to turn the Prince's Route from Amſterdam to- 
wards Bruſſels, in order to make a ſhew of re- 
heving the Place. Our General, as was cuſto- 
mary with him, affirmed vehemently (repeating 
fundry Aroldſche, or German Oaths, to grace his 
Aſſurances) that he would now ſhew the French 
ſome ſhrewd Tricks ; 9 accordingly when they 
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were almoſt Maſters of the Town, he had very 
near collected together four Thouſand Men; and 
when News was brought, that the Town was ta- 
ken, we were juſt ready to go and relieve it. 

Heaven be praiſed, O Aroldſche Prince, that 
you are gone back in your Princely Dominions! I 
wiſh you had taken along with you ſome of our 
worthy Regents, and dubbed them Barons there, 
to add a Luſtre, if poſſible, to your Princely Reſi- 
dence. ; 

Not only in this, but in almoſt every Procceding, 
the blackeſt Treachery has appeared. It is ſtall 
freſh in every Body's Memory, that a Rebellion 
broke out in Scotland, by the Contrivance and 
Support of France. In ſuch an Exigence, the 
Republick of the United Netherlands is obliged by 
Treaty to ſend ſix Thouſand Men to the Aſſiſtance 
of the reigning King. This ſeemingly was per- 
formed: but what Troops did they embark ? Such, 
as for the major part of them, were not in a Con- 
dition to ſerve ; who were Priſoners of War, or at 
leaſt by Capitulation with France, could not bear 
Arms for almoſt two Years to come. Thele, 
theſe, were the Succours provided for a Neigh- 
bour, an Ally, a Friend ; whoſe Intereſt ought to 
have been your own! And ſuch, ſuch was the 
Performance of your Treaties : Abominable Trea- 
chery ! Scandalous Country.! You thought, I 
ſuppoſe, of making your ſelves beloved at the 
Court of France, by favouring the Cauſe of a Po- 
piſh Rebel, a Tool of Lewis, whom they call Pre- 
tender: But could it ever be ſuſpected, that Trea- 
chery was ſo deeply rooted in your Hearts, as to 
engage you to favour the Deſigns of the worſt of 
Nations, who has forſaken God, forſaken Law, 
Honour, Faith, to enſlave and bring Europe un- 
der her Subjection? 2 ; + {3 
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Tou have not only acted thus with your Allies, 
but even with your own People. That Part of 
the Wealth of the Republic, produced by the 
Diſpoſal of Places of Profit, inſtead of being em- 
ployed in the Defence of your Country, has been 
appropriated to your own Uſe ; to gratify your 
Covetouſneſs, your Luxury, your Pride. 
Some of your Clan, foreſecing well enough, 
that, after the Election of the Prince of Orange 
to the Dignity of Stadtholder, there muſt be a vaſt 
Reformation in our Management ; and it being 
but too viſible, that you had ſecreted and embez- 
zled the Monies which belonged to the Republic; 
deviſed the following Artifice, with Reſpect to the 
Poſt Offices: namely, that after the Deceaſe of 
the preſent Poſſeſſors, (for in their Lives time they 
could not properly be alienated) we ſhould make a 
Tender of theny to the Prince of Orange ; but he, 
being too generous to make a Property of the Re- 
venues of his Country, acccepted them indeed in 
Shew, but immediately gave them up. to the Pub- 
lic Benefit, as too ſacred to be applied to private 
Uſes. The City of Amſterdam, however, per- 
ceiving that this Expedient would deprive them 
and their Deſcendants of the Places in their Diſpo;z 
fal, vehemently urged that the Profts ariſing from 
them, ſhould be appropriated to the Uſe of the 
City only; not to that of the Public. But who is 
there that cannot ſee thro* the Artifice of this 
Pretence ? For I would fain aſk, would not the 
City ſtill have wanted thoſe Emoluments, if theſe 
People could have ſecured them for their own Fa- 
milies, their own - Deſcendants ? They never yet 
endeavoured to give them to the City, and if it 
really wanted them, why were they not already 
yielded up? In ſhort, the plain Truth is, your 
Avarice is ſo boundleſs, that neither City nor 
D 2 Country 
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Country will be conſidered, ſo long as you can re- 
ceive theſe Profits yourſelves. 1 04 

As ſoon as anew Impoſt was agreed to, you took 
care, there ſhould be a new Set of Places to be 
diſpoſed of, with which your own Fraternity muſt 
be inveſted, who in a few Years acquired thereby 
very conſiderable Fortunes; and the more Taxes 
that were impoſed upon the Public, the more a- 
greeable it was to you, as you then became Ma- 
ſters of {till more Places, and their conſequent E- 
moluments. So that we may with Reaſon ſay; 
that frequently new Taxes were found out, not ſo 
much for the Benefit of the Public, as to gratify 
your own inſatiable Covetouſneſs. 85 

How wondertully did ſome of you, who were 
entruſted with the Farming out the Public Reve- 
nues, manage that Buſineſs! and what Colluſion 
with the Perſons who farmed them! by which 


Means you not only became rich yourſelves, but a 


Set of wretched Upſtarts under you, the ſudden 
Growth of a Dunghill, who had ſcarcely Bread to 
eat before, amaſſed together vaſt Sums in the 


Courſe of a few Years * And all out of the Reve- 


nues of your Country. Who can be ſurprized then, 
that the Public Coffers are emptied? Emptied do I 
ſay? No, no; the National Income was never 
brought Home, but on the contrary was devoured 
by thoſe, who were appointed to collect it. | 
I think we have inconteſtably, though briefly 
ſhewn, that our Regents, by whoſe Conduct the Re- 
public has been reduced to its preſent miſerable Situ- 
ation, have been guilty of each of the Charges ex- 
hibited againſt them, Ignorance, Neglect and Trea- 
chery.: Which naturally leads me to the other ge- 
neral Head of Examination, namely, Whether the 
Adminiſtration of any Affairs ought to be committed 
to them hereafter ? Firſt, as to want of an, 
WI 
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will not every one agree with me, that it would be 
a very great Error to.entruſt a Perſon (whoſe Igno- 
rance and Inexperience we are perfectly apprized 
of) with the Management of any Buſineſs of Con- 
ſequence ? Who would depend on the Abilities of 
an ignorantPilot, for the ſafe Conduct of a Ship? 
The Conſequence muſt be according to the Pro- 
verb, the Loſs of Ship, Cargo, and Life. This 
Inſtance may not be improperly applied to our Re- 
ents, who have ruled the Helm of the State in 
ch an uns kilful manner that it was juſt finking to 
the Bottom of Perdition; and muſt have inevitably 
funk, but for the remarkably kind Inter poſition of 
Heaven. Ought thoſe, who are abſolutely igno- 
rant of the true Intereſts, the real Welfare of the 
Republic, to be truſted with any Office, of Conſe- 
quence enough to put that Welfare and thoſe In- 
tereſts to the Hazard? They are the very Men, 
who, not knowing the Importance of aſſiſting our 
natural Allies to the utmoſt of our power, have 
made us hated by them, and ſcorned by our Ene- 
mies. They are the Men, who knew not, tho” 
Hiſtory abounds with Inſtances to confirm it, that 
France ought never to be truſted 4 that it is a Na- 
tion, who, for the ſake of its curſt Ambition, has 
baniſhed all the Principles of Honour, Honeſty, 
and Humanity ; and whoſe Throne, 'tho* adorn'd 
with Smiles, and the falſe Glitter of tinſel Pomp 
and outward Shew, (ſufficient indeed to dazzle our 
purblind Regents) is filled with Deceit, with Vio- 

lence, Rapine, and Oppreſſion. | 
Can thoſe Men be ſuppoſed capable hereafter of 
maintaining the Reputation of their Country, who, 
contrary to their repeated - Promiſe, have reduced 
the Intereſt of our Bonds to ſuch a low rate, that 
they have loſt all the Reputation, all the Truſt 
they had before acquired, The Conſequence of ow, 
t 
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that in a Time of Need the State can raiſe no Mo- 
ney ; whereas, if they had kept their Words, and 
ſupported the Public Credit, there never would 
have been occaſion to have recourſe to extravagant 
Ways and Means for the Public Supplies. But 
this is their deep Knowledge, their large Expe- 
rience! God grant that they may never have an 
Opportunity of exerting their Skill hereafter 

With relation to the Neglect of our Rulers, it is 
asked; Whether ſuch Men, who have neglected eve- 
ry thing that was their proper eſſential Duty, are not 
to be conſidered as the ſuſpecti Tutores of the Com- 
monwealth? And as all /uſpe#1 Tutores ought to 
be diſcharged ob Culpam latam, it follows, that, 
according to fundamental Law, theſe Men alfo 
ſhould be removed from their Tutela : For to ne- 
glect the Land and Sea Forces, the natural and 
proper Bulwarks of the State, is as much a Culpa 
lata, and as great an Inſtance of Neglect, as any 
Governors could poſſibly be guilty of. 

Laſtly, as to their Treachery : Can any honeſt 
Patriot bear, that the Betrayers of his Country, who 
have ſold its Laws and Liberties to its worſt Ene- 
my, and expoſed itz Inhabitants to Rapine, Sla- 
very, and Death, ſhould be permitted to appear 
any where, but in a Court of Judicature, a Priſon, 
or on a Scaffold; much lefs, that they ſhould be 
continued in the Adminiſtration of Government, 
(as, ex Rebus ipfis & Fattis, tis evident they do) 
and enjoy equally with him all the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of upright Citizens. O ! unfortunate Coun- 
try! whoſe Aſſemblies are ſtill filled with Wretches 
like Sempronius, ſurrounding the brave and honeſt 
Cato with a falſe Shew of Duty, and at the ſame 
time betraying his Counſels and Reſolutions to the 
ravaging and ambitious Ceſar. Such are the Men, 


who deliver*d up our Frontiers to the French; who 
| them- 
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themſelyes urged that ſavage Power to turn its 
Sword againſt the Republic, to force it into a mean 
— ſcandalous. Neutrality; who vilely bargain'd 
for their Liberties, their Religion, the invaluable Bleſ- 
ſings. which our Anceſtors have bought with their 
Blood. Weak, corrupted Slaves .. the Dupes of 
French Artifice, the Purchaſe of her Gold ! Go, 
Scandal to your Country! ye are unworthy even 
the Name of Dutchmen, much more of the inva- 
luable Privileges our heroic Fathers have tranſmitted 
to us. 

We demand then, with Reaſon, Juſtice, and 
all that Right which God and Nature has inveſted 
us with, we demand that theſe Engines of Deſtruc- 
tion, theſe Parricides, be immediately diſmiſſed 
from their Employments : that the ſalutary Pur-- 
poſes of our illuſtrious Stadtholder, and the other 
noble Patriots, the Bentincks, Van-Haren, Itſma, 
&c. be no longer clogged and obſtructed by the 
ſubtle and treacherous Refinements of the French 
Faction, G T= Vander H 
and others : the Men who betray our Reſolutions 
to the ambitious Lewis 4 who dared openly declare, 
that they could with Pleaſure ſee our Republic be- 
come a conquered Province to France, rather than 
the Prince of Orange ſhould be Stadtholder ; the 
laſt Reſort that Providence had left ns!” Until ſuch 
Traitors are delivered up to the Puniſhment, they 
deſerve ; at leaſt, until they are forced to reſume - 
their original Infignificance ; what effectual Encou- 
ragement has any Burgher, any private Perſon, to 
appear in his Country's Defence? Shall an honeſt- 
Man expoſe his Fortune, his Life, to redreſs the 
Injuries which they have brought upon us, while 
they have it ſtill in their Power to counteract his 
nobleſt Efforts, and reduce us again to Beggary, 
Chains, and Death ? Where is che Re Recompence due 


to 


and Puniſhment 
Good? If this is - hot be 
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the Laws, and Tibets, of the Re- 


of the United Provinces, irrecoverable fink, 


d 1 — be loft among the Nations of 


| the Earth for ever. my e I 
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